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Practicality and Change: The Role of Translations
from Western Periodicals in China’s Early
Republican Magazines

Ye Jia

This paper explores the Chinese translations of writings in western periodicals that
appeared in six popular magazines in early Republican China. In an effort to historicize
and contextualize, the paper associates the emphasis on urgency, societal relevance and
an east-west comparative perspective in the practice of translation with a notion of
practicality (shiyong) rooted in the governmental reform proposals and eatly periodicals
of the late-Qing period. The paper will argue that this translation practice, increasingly
evident in non-literary columns in the popular magazines of this period, effectively
conveyed this mode of thinking to the early Republican urban readership. In order to
illustrate this point, the author focuses on selected translated pieces appearing in two
columns—‘translated miscellanea’ (yicong) and ‘occidental laughs’ (xixias)—and locates
the source materials in eatly 20th-century western periodicals. Based on a close reading
of the texts and an examination of the surrounding paratextual elements, the paper
argues that this practice not only gave the traditional (Chinese) notion of practicality
a sense of exoticism and playful irony, but also opened a channel for the reception of
western facts and ideas that somehow echoed the reality of China’s metropolitan society
at that time. The textual analysis involved here also provides a window through which

we may get a glimpse of the practice and mentality of magazine translators.
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The Germ Letter il e
E
o Elo
Craig Kennedy and his *‘ workshop of scientific crime ** have rarely had a more baffling z q_ KR
puzzle to solve than the extraordinary blackmailing attack made upon the wealthy Mrs. =
Blake, so cleverly managed that it seemed as though even the most astute scientist i o K ﬁ
would be unable to penctrate the mystery. Have you ever heard of germ-free toxins? z #
Well, here is a chance to add to your store of knowledge and keep up to date with Hf' m *L
nﬂ&emmmuﬁolﬂ.enwd;dudchmnlpmhm There is a strange o flio
ing on the great ibilities for evil that have gone hand in hand
with the grul good that scientific investigators have accomplished for the human race. g g
.
By Arthur B. Reeve o g: L
Asthor of " The Dead-Line." “The Curio Shop." and other Craig Kenmedy stories & e
Hlustrated by Will Foster ?_ ;ﬁ:
EAD the letter, Professor Ken- nald had been very reticent over the reason, B e E
nedy. Then I will tell you the but had seemed very anxious and insistent H e
sequel.” that Kennedy should come immediately. B & -
Mrs. Hunter Bhke lay back Cmg md quickly, and I followed him, Z0 He £
in the cushions of her i hair in the inated by the letter. Mo
sun-parlor of the great Blnke mansion on “Dear Madam,” it began. ‘““Having re-| 5 B
Riverside Drive, facing the Hudson with ceived my d.lploma as doctor of medicine L . 32
its continuous reel of maritime life framed and bacteriol at Heidelberg, in 1909, I Flo 3
against the green-hilled background of the came to the United States to study a most
Jersey shore. serious disease which is prevalent in several Hte
Her nurse, Miss Dora Sears, gently of the Western mountain-states.” e
smoothed out the pillows and adjusted So far, I reflected, it looked like an ordi- o
them so that the invalid could more easily nary appeal for aid. The next words, how- 15
watch us. Mrs. Blake, wealthy, known as  ever, were queer: “I have four hundred e A
a philanth ropist, was not an ols woman but persons of wealth on my list. Your name SEe M
had been for years a great sufferer from was—" e N
rheumatism. Kennedy turned the page. On the next 3
I watched Miss Sears eagerly. Full- leaf of the letter-sheet was pasted a strip of §ike 5
bosomed fine of face and figure, she was gelatin. The first page had adhered slightly #fo
more than a nurse; she was a to the gelatin. £ ]
mmion. She had bright, sparkling “Chosen by fate,” went on the sentence e .
eves and an expression about her ominously. e
Wo

B2 (EAL) NEJRZE The Germ Letter 15 H ¥R
BERIRIE ¢ Reeve, 1914 5 SLJLRGEE » 1914 ¢
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CHAL) BIFPAT

FEMME - T REME  EARERARMAIREH L - EAFE
ik AIRBIOHY: - WERE > Haeiy - m TP B
—% > ZATHARAE - (LHKRFE 19140 A1)

EERFPE TERR ) VB - BEIRE TEER L, DB AW
("7, ) ARRFuh - FERSFER P R EEIE TR 1Y
PR AETEASGRIEPE Craig Kennedy » HIEEARHR) T HARME,
DR ZE )& SN Mrs. Blake  SHGEJFE R NERE - "HEWR, HE
EAEBHREA B 4 B F Walter Jameson * W AR (R IEATFSBLAEHE/ N
AR\ PITEFEEERT (Sherlock Holmes) FI#HEAE (John Watson) © 7RI » & H
I TR R AT B RV DU IE HE /N T ERE A ) BRI
RIE R A E AYERRAER SRR EY - FCEEREER
fERTE R > ERETRREN  HEE NGRS A ERE - IR
B i Rl R B A B RR R e

FERBFT " E ) BINE - BR T REERE SRR S - IR B
fERIMEH TR ) o BRI A SR EHE A A

Craig Kennedy and his “workshop of scientific crime” have rarely had
a more baffling puzzle to solve than the extraordinary blackmailing
attack made upon the wealthy Mrs. Blake, so cleverly managed that
I seemed as though even the most astute scientist would be unable
to penetrate the mystery. Have you ever heard of germ-free toxins?
Well, here is a chance to add to your store of knowledge and keep
up to date with all the latest wrinkles of the medical and chemical

professions. (Reeve, 1914, p. 244)
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Fer et ZE B E G - oWk s FEERERE - DT TR
5o WM AR ARG Tyou,  HATHEF S EHA/NREE
TIESECHY o SCHROORE - 2R/ N T B B (S » T R A2
S RFTEIE - HEHRRFSER AU - FEREEERF S RN T WERK
B —REBRIEET - TRBIEA - SE G IIMNRMEESE N
S ) ERE R TR R AR B B NGR - BRI & i DU R e
BT R BN AT B B A W B 2 1 - 7R e e 5 Bl DU B R A P 22 AT
RHNEBREBEAF e OB - RNEwA B & - SR/ NRERIVERE
B lateE TEM ) ryHAEEE

A RS R T EM ) B DHE BRI
FAUTIE BN TR WEH - AR RS EE - BUZE
BOHRE - IR 2R - MEEE I - g e R AR R
"EM ) BIERE - TR TR MBI R A RMNEA NEER TR
# 0 19214 EEIKEFZIE 50 IEY (John David Rockefeller, 1839-1937)
HI5 T RRE IR R EEER R ETERTR TR - & LR - K
HAAES - IEFEN) GEXIES) WHE YT/ NS s SRR — Lt
AHER

R EZ EFEEH KL% LM (John D. Rockefellow)” Z T
FBR > ANZIHE  BERMIMREER?E  AZEE - —
EH o —EM - ZEM - AFMIHE Y  HBRE LRI RN
BANEhE AREEF? 9 HERT o ERESEZTE
—dmE A e RTFWREEEH  BELRLEE  TALEHE X
ARG ARABRKIE S ERATHI—R—F » MAAPTHL
o (BUBVAEE 19210 B6—7)

2R Lt Dy Rockefeller’ X FRER o
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FZHANEERFIHIAZ19214F10H29H - @@ &5 — H HRTERAVEE]
(HEAIIEER ) (The New York Times) %ﬁﬁaﬁié:*ﬂr AT HVINE SEIEEIAE19214F
sH18HEEEN%E ([E37E) + MM REENITE - BEIHF M
Rl v JEFNEFEE BRI AL B A1 B P (Peking Union Medical College
Hospital) 217w (E345)

T e 'TO DEDICATE PEKING
ROCKEFELLER TRIP TO CHINA | - INSTITUTION TODAY

Financier's* Son and Daughter-in- Johi D. Rockefeller Jr. Will Aid

Law to Sall Aug. 18, " at Opening of New Union
Ms, and Mrs, John D, Rockefeller Jr., Medical College.

Wh? will attend the dedlcation of the Thc Rockefeller Foundation announced
Peking . Union Medical College, intend :'cs;:zr:‘ay that exercises will take place |
1 T n Peking today in connection with the |
'trohl:a'it:u’:;;’:; zartl;z“‘f']e:sto:o }l;l;g.co‘l\:. dedication of the Peking Union Medical
> - College, orgnnized by the Cht Medical
pleted by the Rockefeller’ Foundation Board of tj’m Rockefeller l-‘ou‘r‘:lnuz(n.cp !
= 4 John D. Rockefeller Jr., isit
out of its $15,000,000 fund for medical to China. In connection with his fathers

work in China. philanthropies, will be present.

3 (AR ) & B TR M (72 © 19214E7H31H - 75 © 19214F9H

19H)

BERIRIE ¢ “Rockefeller Trip to China,” 1921; “To Dedicate Peking Institution
Today,” 1921.
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AIRE/EARE - AR ATREE EREE - ERETRN T BASRERERE & [

e i E%ffﬁ?ﬁ’éﬁfﬂX#&aﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁkéﬁ%uiﬁﬁ%}ﬁﬁﬁaﬁz M EHSE - (2
B HERIELSERE - EEY NGRS BN RIREE IR - EHIH S R
RO AT ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ&%n‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁ’ﬂ%ﬁ? s HERE SRR R E
HHEES » DIRE NG RRIER » RPFTTHEE2 AR RS
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HIEEE - DUEIGEEE  $RE S H sk LigE it g ms - R
AT (E R FFIEE - SRS S — E i EY St g Ry T &
A B #E 2 -

1921 FFH BRI SNE AN » 32 2 B A R e R L R B
&+ (Lord Northcliffe * &K% Alfred Charles William Harmsworth * 1865-
1922) - @B LERREEFEETE )] - VHSEEETTE LigREH
B TET CRELHR) (The Times) ~ (EEHBEHR) (The Daily Mirror) Fl
CBIZEZH) (Observer) TNEHTERE - KRt - 2 RGN RIS EE _FHEHE
BATE - 11 HHA - B3 (F#E) STIHIbEE LRI ENEREE - i
EEXREIH20H - (F) XEER uEELSIHRIERE) v
AT () EERHRERTIEE - e GmE - (RELR) fE11H24
Holt g rmiyesRE (B4) - EREELEESRTE - GE2E
(FRTEGHR) (North China Daily News) 1 (F#E) - JNMEHELER
ZER 0 RIRBEEES K ARE 11 H2sH A B HERR - B
B EHH R

LORD NORTHCLIFFE
AT SHANGHAL

CORDIAL CHINESE
WELCOME.

(PROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)
SHANG HAI, Nov. 21.

Tord Northeliffe sailed for Hong-

Kong this afterncon in the N Suaxceal, Nov. 21.—At Tientsin, a

To 2 six hours o banquet was given in honour of Lord
Gl L T o0 Nx Nowrs Lo Mok Northeliffe by ex-President Li-Yuan-
with numerous visitors, ‘besides visiting Hung. The guests included sll the most
the offices of the North China Daily News, distingui: Chinese ' and British ‘resi-
the Slnap:p, and the Sd";;:lw He dents. R
prested his surprise sz ! Replying to ' the ex-President’s toast of
o B gt ey i Tort Sty SO o
L2l . 0 inese m 10! en t too!
presses and the most modern illustrating .ni';'f Britain a lho»mnd years to reach her
machinery are installed. . - preeent Governmental system. The basis of any
"‘%l'mop:m“?:‘ols’}i Northcliffe .b.{ eonnltry'l wealth was industéy. The Chineso
charmed with his direct speech and ‘thi- Therefore, must .um (A 'I:l?gh e

equivoeal attitude in to the Anglo- General Ludendorff's testimony to Lord
Japanesp Alliance. is no doubt Northeliffe’'s war work and the shell cam-
that the visit has done much for British ign was constantly referred to by the
prestige in China. aium speakers.—Reuler.

fEl4 (MG 1H) JtmeadLahaEsH
BRI ¢ “Lord Northcliffe at Shanghai,” 1921.
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o B8 SR S AR AT R - i B R R 5 T L SR R AT ]
AH - RE12AF - (EFEN) MEETIH RIS 5 (SLBd LM LR
ah ) HIRHRASER (ESUAR - BRIGAL - EIERGHR - 1921) - i8R "EREE AU
WA LSRR ST - SRR FI MR TR -
BRI EAME R RSN el B L E R T B TREREN E
% RHANE— AR R - GIEIRTT  AEEANEIAOME
FEE FNERABREIZE - fF T DA BRALE -

Jb i # £ (Lord Northcliffe) R AT AR L EA © ZARRFE
ey T SR EMKE c RBAAL AFRA —MEARLE
89 o RALRL 3 o AT — B & Bert L. Kuhn & i db & 5 5K
FR b FAMARATEGE o RRAS - ATRETARE - 2R
W ARA AR o B e B B AR 0 AT RFATIE o (FIAME
1921 EG)

(EERFF RIS - BGENAERILRE L RE R eI s - EE
HWFE+0RE - FE— HEBEEAITREAY) - SRt & aheE - K
RFEEIRARR S b - MRS 5 So— A > 8 E A HEIEER
SR TR R SRR R EIIERE % - R AY)
EHEAETEE © WA - BERFERE TREEATRREE, 0 TF
TR - BIRIEAEEE ) - (HEBIEREEGE RS - 325
Mgl o AbEE LR ZE i S SR R E K HAIRE T - E AR
OB - SERIGRGIZRAT - T EREE ) fEE RIS - RETRFERAYERS - (57
SREFHERS —EAYEHIGR - IR A BRI - R E AT S - RS
A IDEUTHOANE - BRI TR ) RPOAETE » —&IBHE
[ R AR - —@ R BAFIRERE R TE AR - ks TR R A R Ay
HG S AR BAIRERS S - AL (f 22 S EERE R AT -
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18 HIEE SR O ERES » {FE Bert L. Kuhn H ARERRN-37
e BEER (EARHR) AY—RIEME (E5) FHREEIRAE - a3
HHTE » 3E{Z Bert L. Kuhn 22K HZIIEHVGRLE » REDZEERME 5 5h5
R iy - nIHERRCEERHE - 5.2 > CREHLEELIUERS
AT A ISR > i a] RE 2 — (U SEBIBLIERC & (£ LIBFT R AYSCE | 58
SRR —THTES T - IR AL DR THY IO -

Bert L. Kuhn.

SHANGHAI, Feb. 21 (#).—Bert L.
Kuhn of Chicago, widely known cor-
respondent in the Far Xast, died to-
day of pneumonia. He had been cor-
respondent at XHonolulu and Manila
and had worked in Chicago and San
Francisco.

5 (AATRFHR) Bert L. Kuhn 505
BRPARIE @ “Bert L. Kuhn,” 1926.

e L ER ARG AT R - GRS e & A Aty SR 2R, >
IRF AR & ER B B © BLOh - TR ERAIERM - MR G I/ O
A - RSN S BRES [ AT © Ban - GieFeos) 55— TR ) HW
CRENEN) 1921 G FIHPANHEE |

EFRFROHE  —TAB+FRA-—RELIEHBEALTE
—FEBEOZAY » AMALEHLRS o A LSRR
KA L C. Legner A% SHMEFHLR > BLHE > |
ERE  ARFREAIMEKEYE AL - AR L &

BiE - RUBAZIRGFLEBIRE  BHEHZIA LS - hAHF
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WHER Y BAASRERBEBHREZNE - (FAFFE 1921 B
12—13)

"REHA ) RATRERR “Chicago” YRR T ; | REIRFRMHE J HIBR T
A RGBT - RIBLULEER - & "R BEE - A
# ‘L. C. Legner” AR BHESIA R BRAOBIR(E R R SEARR - EEIEEHE
FHEF R —HIHE - AERER] T3 ) PRV ERIAE - &
ABSOH B TR SERR BN J Y — /Nl (2 RIEle) - R H IR
SRR e fE A o

REALEIR AT - ROCBERE SO N B AR — 2 BIATRSR
% HHEREEER RS MBI E R - RAAFEE
NEGmEHIRIRZ R - [FSCHEAFNRE - BOLREREE - —EW
Kt Rmm - RAFERNEHSEEEERRE 30 - 5l
MFCLERIEHBIBRZNRE - FOCREAIRSRE - THA T eSS EIR I
PR GG GE — BRI - R e R - (eBie
EF& - FEEUFHR T NAEBALLERS ) - FEEKEE -
BTN T NEZERE IR - BEE - SR, o T ERAIHI S
—HH > JRA] REFERCTERIET] o BROEERILZ ISR RS - Al—
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RAIN I8 BLAMED FOR

| MATRIMONIAL VENTURES
|

: By United Press

' CHICAGO, April 6—“Night's the
time for wooing, oh!"” said a weil
known Scotch authority.

But L. C. Legner, in charge of the
Cook county marriage license bureau,
has another version.

““When it's rainy and the log set-
tles down over the old town, why peo-
ple just naturally get lonely,” said
‘Legner, “and they dream of cozy flats
and fire places, slippers and home-
made biscuits—they want to Jove and
hold hands.

“So one rainy days we issue many
more marriage licenses than when the
sun {s brightly shining.”

Dan Cupid Is still as active as ever
this year but marriage licenses are
| falling off, according to Legner. High
'rents, the employment situation, or
1 “something clse” is the cause. Leg-
ner doesn’t quite know.

Last year 42,503 couples were mar-
ri8d in Cook county. The A. E. F. got
married in 1920, But now most of the
war romances have gone on the rocks
or the participants are married. But
1921 is going to be a bad year for wed-
dings.

“This marriage license window Is
an excellent barometer for the coun-
try’s economic condition,” added Leg-
Cupid’s agent, however, denled that
romance {8 waning and that pcople
aren’t lovin' any more. -

“One can'be in love and not get
married,” he explained.

Dispatches here from other cities
of the United States reflect a similar
condition. People are putting off thelr
weddings until the jobs look safer.

[&l6 The Dalles Daily Chronicle 2 I eFiE B —HI|
BRI ARIE @ “Rain Is Blamed for Matrimonial Ventures,” 1921.

E—HNEEREME CRENEH) - B HREERS LEENEHE
B o A EEAEMANEE - —HIFEEEREEEEERERESES
B &R R S @A R BIR - A - R mcE — DR
NI RAT#ES 5 55— I HRislt 26 B B i — 44 20T BR Mt — R ARG A
BRIKIRAT » FURIER PRI ES AR « BICREING IR #E Y 3
B - EHr 1921 10H25H GERE ) MH - FFHHRREEE Y
B FRITHAERE  BE AR I E M T IS 5 Roscoe ‘Fatty’
Arbuckle, 1887-1933) #i#5fizz—25< - B RBTHAHEERTE1917219214F
MPEERE AR - |RAE (BE) - (Bud) - (BIE2) SRZEdEE L

(FFFHE > 2008 » H17—29) ° eeffi& 5 —% - IREIEEAELE19214F 5K
Koo P fEH Al R - i E R ERREE AR - R N AR -

SRFayIE A (f2LBFIR) 1921459A 118 » M3 “Roscoe Arbuckle Faces an Inquiry on
Woman’s Death” °
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2
i?ﬁ FHARIH < 1G] ) Jerhiig
JEkE Drama
F-REFEZB bAEL - ACT 1 Their eyes met.
HoRWEZEAER ACT 2 Their lips met.
FEREFZEFRAMBL - ACT 3 Their souls met.
Pk mEZEFAEL - ACT 4 Their lawyers met.

BRIARIR - LB TR 19220 H9—10 °
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