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Frangois Noél’s Translation of the Confucian Classics and

Writings on China: A Preliminary Documental Survey

Feng-chuan Pan

This paper aims at a preliminary documental survey of Frangois Noél’s
(1651-1729) translation of the Confucian classics and writings on China. Leav-
ing the Papal prohibition of 1704 behind, Noél published a series of books
defending Chinese rites. He systematically constructed a “Chinese Philosophy”
via translating the Confucian classics on the foundation of varied Chinese com-
mentarial interpretations, and in a way turned the interpretation of Chinese in
Europe into a more political and moral orientated tradition by highlighting the
Kangxi Emperor’s authority above all commentarial interpretations of Chinese
literati. Although Noél’s translation of the Confucian classics plays an impor-
tant role in the European Enlightenment, he is still quite an unknown figure in
academic circles. If we read and analyse Noél’s work against a backdrop like the
Chinese rites controversy, his books clearly deserve our attention. In this paper,
seven of Noél’s documents that I have found will be introduced as the begin-
ning for my future exploration of Noél’s work. With this, I hope to contribute
to the historical records of the translation and transmission of Chinese classics
in the Sino-Western encounter.
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Bk E&fﬁ | 1%4—{ (Dr. Noél Golvers ) ~ % fi] {# 7% (Prof. Dr. Vladi-
mir Lis¢ak ) ~ 5EIRF542 (Prof. Dr. Olga Lomova ) ~ Katarina Feriancikova #
-~ Veronika Rakocy ¢ 4 » #[I Vincent Reniel “- % o 2%E 'i%’[ f[%ﬁ‘[ .
UL SRS 4 PR R BN
FHREE! TR - @ ¥ (Prangois Noél, 1651-1729 ) AUFSdl BoBs= ]|
[Eﬁ' Ffj,J (;(\FIE’FNSC97 2410-H-003-086 » HA[XL 2008/08/01-2009/10/31 ) »

e P[4
ALRE
1. 35 % 5L “Censure de la sacrée Faculté de Théologie de Paris” (425] & Li, 2000, pp. 344- 345)

2. B AT BT &0 % 4K 32 8 T R VA 1953 #F Lach & “The Sinophilism of Christian \X/olff
(1679-1754)” *xé%x PERIBRFZHRARR > P4 BT KRG T B A
RaHHH  ARE (FPRASE) ¥ (RE) F (NE) —FHEF o4 - 1979
5 Mungello J& “Some recent studies on the influence of Chinese and Western intellectual
history” — X » #E4% Lach #9 A HHAEAT R - HE&E 7 B H AR BON B R a0 5 1E
— ik o

SMREFHZAIR > BH L THXAESHZM S5 5FRRER AN
TEERAFy - By AR 696K 0 34 Plister (1932, pp. 418-419) © ARIE 405 %
R TR RBEFERAS (EBE) RAEEHABA  RENE F4
B Witek (1982, p. 216) (451 & Mungello, 1983, p. 527) °

4AAREE) — T 1698 FITHM > AXFTRE L& ¥ 1873 IR 0 7 8 A
REEZZBER -  PXERAANEA - XGTEHEHZEE  AHTEFTIEA
AR Fadk o 4 MALTF— (1996 B 47-98) © # i Google Books #34 F 5] % 4p 4 5,
HARMATXEZRIIANEFTHELT  (BRPZF) 7;:. (fFE314) dmEL T REEH
T RARESF o WAt Google EARRBEE > Mkl —F R AFAR
W - Aot (AREE) —ERA AR ﬂazﬁwfﬁiéﬁxﬁk‘#“ﬁf#’i%#ﬁ °

X ARFHmNRBEARAET  mihFESMERAE (20092)
EFHE C(AREE) A— 0 H2b3ac
HEH R (AREE) KA— 0 B 22b23b e

el B R (Y B A AR F ) (De Sinensium politicis ritibus acta, sen praludium ad plenam
disquisitionem de cultn Confucii et defunctornm, 1700) » 3 LHAEHFE (1995 B 378) ° FHR

o 9 & !
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
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1.

—_

FEXMIR T R XS 379 B —FRAS A L 1681 A MAEIAEF AR K 0 3R Phister (1932,
p.379) o HHHZ I E RAGF 1682 F > 1700 F/ 5B 2 5 HIR -

CRAPT RO B AN % B B R E E4E 0 498 FRBNE31021854 © X AF4E % 64 % 4 A 3R

aIFRMTIE > MAREE ©

X PR X ECETEHR L (ISR EEAFR EZHER) F M (4
"EE s AL 4R 0 2002 0 E 21-50) e

X P IR X (ARSR & 5 BAE B F R EHAER) FAM (488 R L%
2002 > B 63-90) °

BRI BRI (RSB B ERAFTRERR) F+— (48759 - iR 54
20020 B 37-46) HEE (X)) RXAIF LM EEBKY (FHREF)
BN (HRGR GBI REAFTRERLR) F M (49532 AL 2% 0 20020 A
363-438 ) © {7 ik ALAH N Ry CiCao (B3 ) A (Noél & Castner, 1703b, pp. 67-68 ) ©
FEEAFTLERY > KA LFERRA —X (F8) A FEH-
ARF (EMNAAMANELBERE S ERE) AA (RSKGTREBEEAFTRE
) A+ (4B E s AR R4 0 2002 0 B 35-43)

S Noél & Castner (1703b, p. 72) A2 ¥ 2 Hia Matthias £ 8 K%K & » RIERG &
WoOWARLEIRE R R EIRM I HILHRE (catechist) * £ A Chan (2002, pp.
39-40) o HFAE B AT LA A - SETEP A > A (AReRg BB LR FE
REHIEL) -+ (4759 - A\ 2% 0 20020 B 1-144)

LEA IR R G I BAE 48 B3 Jap Sin 1,206 * 5% KL Chan (2002, pp. 268-273) © 5 3 5L
FIGE R REHEE 4% http://ricci.rt.usfea.edu/bibliography/view.aspx?bibliography-
ID=1845 (& BH 1 2010 1 A 10 B ) °

JR& X ATt “Nam nullus interuenit facrisiculus, vel ex Idololatriz secta Ministellus, #ibil omnino
fit ab Idoloatris insitutum, sed soli studiosi, & Philosophi conneninnt, Confucinm tanquam Magistrum sunm
agnoscentes, cinilibus, ac politicis Ritibus ex: sua prima institutione ad merum cultnm cinilens institutis.” Cf.
Noél & Castner (1703b, p. 94).

FXELRBRZFE  FRBARSFE (19950 H 422) °
BREERBEITEEAGH G~ (FEHBEEZEL)  XREFHTH (E2K
&) @iz (ZE) PRARK (FEZE) EHL F5LEH (19890 A 359) -
1688 £ 1689 4 » A B HR TH I (¥ BH L RILT) edhEELHFR (5L
Ty s ) Fo (GLFE P EEE) 1691 5F 0 B BT MHFAR (FLTFeyitiis)
JETEARM AR A R K MR @A T AT - BB S a9 B AR AR P B AL
RE(CRBFG) A (mEFHEHE) A1

CHBLA A &R A2 RE E AR TR 0 m%E L (N Golvers) 1 H 3R fkdw

T A ¢ “The mss. of his translation are in Brussels, Royal Library (Koninklijke Bibliotheek
Albertina), Section Mss., shelf number 19.930 (Immutabile Medium), 19.931 (Memcius [sic]);
another ms. of F Noél's translation of the Analects is now in the National Library of St.
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22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Petersburg (see B. Dorn & R. Rost, Catalogue des manuscrits et xylographes orientanx de la Bibl.
Impériale Publique de St. Petersbonrgh, 1852, p. 618-619, no. 842; Bibliotheca Sinica, col. 1395.” (2009
F8 A28 AGELHLZEEH)-

Francois Noél, Libri Sex, “Preface”, p. 3 (#3] f Mungello, 1983, pp. 518ff) °
GBI R FEREFTAA 1548 7@F5EZFHoEa L A
RME > AHRRN—HRIRAEHAT L RA TR R~ TFE—27]
WA —HBEARMEEE=METL - FHETRETFRERTER - F4F
The National Library of the Czech Republic in Prague (http://www.nkp.ca/_en/index.php3) ©
A BE AT L IR TIE » I RIS T B R T RAERIS AT B FH 5B
Richterova & éornejové etal. (2006) °

FHER AABFAR T RAMAREE T KA 0P o ABF R K
e A FREHE  AMBERERE  E 2w R PRBARYE T X&) BERER
AP EEEEAR B G K ey R AR AR IR SR e @k A B LR 3

Noél (1711c) Tract. 1. cap. 3. Quast. 2, § 3, pp. 174-179, entitled: Publica & suthentica

Interatoris Tartaro-Sinica Kam hi Testimonia quibus Tien ac Xam 'Ti, & guorundam Rituum Sinicorum
circa Defunctos controversorum legitimmns sensus declaratur. JE A Ly E P o

# 4% R, Noél (1711c) Tract. 11. cap. L. Quast. I, p. 2: An Lignea Tabella, gnam Sinaw Defunctis
erigint, sit superstitiosa ex fine suo intrinseco ant extrinseco, seu ex fine operationis ant operantis?

BEMATHEEMNSHRETE o0 TE -G8 %% BAdRREH0ARY
HRRES R AR REWRIEE o ZHORARH 0 LA HEF
W& # 7 (Baruch de Spinoza, 1632-1677) f£ 3 Ethics — % ¥ # natura naturans (A8
#) B AR > Nature naturing) ¥ Natura naturata (#% & 49 B & > Nature natured ) F7#%
FEFE o A BT B 35 35 49 Bthics — F 2 X 0 3 4 A http://frank.mtsu.edu/~rbombard/
RB/Spinoza/cthica-fronthtml (A% B : 2010 4 01 A 11 B ) » &8 B K 405 % M
RN BRI A AL H TR EG TR -

“ ‘Bx opere operato’, i.e. by virtue of the action, means that the efficacy of the action of the

sacraments does not depend on anything human, but solely on the will of God as expressed by

Christ’s institution and promise. ‘Ex opere operantis’, i.e. by reason of the agent, would mean

that the action of the sacraments depended on the worthiness either of the minister or of the
recipient.” See Catholic Encyclopedia, http:/ /www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.phprid=10275
(accessed: 31 Oct. 2009). % 7T 4B Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction (Malden,
Blackweell, 2001, p. 515): “Sacrament are efficacious ex opere operantis- literally, ‘on account

of the work of the one who works. Here, the efficacy of the sacrament is understood to be
dependent upon the personal qualities of the minister. Sacraments are efficacious ex gpere
operato-literally, ‘on account of the work which is done.” Here, the efficacy of the sacrament is
understood to be dependent upon the grace of Christ, which the sacraments represent and

convey.”

4 HM& B (2009) B35 o
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31. 3% A Noél (1711c) Tract. IL cap. I Quaest. I, § 11, p. 4.

32, B RFRZME S —F (Alfonso Vagnone, 1566-1640) 84 (G L2EH ) (HRREEL) fo
(& mEE) H58 -

33. & REA I Moral Enlightenment — E ¥ » 35 B AR K B AL 48 JE XL SF R LA 7 s A+
KA EFEMANEZERAEE - BERERL EEWEREBHE (Ching & Oxtoby,
1992, p. 162, note 42; pp. 172-173, note 68) °

34, FIHIGH L BB R F ARG P EERY SR NE TR AR
BB > WAL e RABEAURIED E IR - FH 5 M EXHESF (2002 0 H 287-288)

253k

W mEN

Y (1698) - NFREH - (F Y ATfLE MARES W1873F 4y ) -

T %Ffzﬁ . ?}‘ﬁ:f . ’f'ﬁ NE(F) (2001) ° J-B. Du Halde??ﬁ} » F. Noél; » F?‘%%
ﬁWW@%ﬁﬁ%W@%°WM§i¢@%%%(U(Mﬂmﬂmfém
de la Mission de Chine en 1702 ) ¢ §1/[[ @ N GaiT Ay o

Noél, F & Castner, C. (1703a). Memoriale circa veritatem et subsistentiam facti, cui innititur
decretum... Alexandri V11, editum die 23 martii 1656 et permissinum rituum sinensinm
itemque circa usum vocum "Tien" et "Xamti," ac tabellae "Kim Tien" [16567F = F]23F1
S L B R PR S R R
Rome.

Noél, . & Castner, C. (1703b). Summarinm novorum antenticorum testimoniorum tam
Europacorum, quanm Sinensium novissime ¢ China allatorum [é_:TH vyt E‘%ﬁ?ﬁ% I%F,EEEET
N4 ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂg}rﬁﬁl]. Rome.

Noél, F. & Castner, C. (1704). Responsio ad libros nuper editos sub nomine illustriss D.D. [Ef
?J%Hl[ﬁiﬂ'%%ﬁ&ﬂﬁgﬂﬁ Fﬁﬁﬁ] Episcoporum Rosaliensis & Cononensis super
controversies Sinensibus oblata sanctissimo domino nostro Clementi PP. XI
a patribus Francisco Noel, et Casparo Castner Scoietatis Jesu missionariis &
procuratoribus Sinarum mense Septembre .

Noél, E (1710). Observationes mathematicae et physicae in India et China... ab anno 1684 usque
ad annum 1708 [1684~1708F 7 | AIF| I[ES«IFI‘JEI(%E?UE@%FTH% Pragae: . J.
Kamenicky.

Noél, E. (1711a). Historica notitia Rituum et Ceremoniarnm Sinicarum [H 1 [l %fuﬁl] In
Colendis Parentibus ac Benefactoribus defunctis, ex ipsis sinenesium authorum
libris desumpta. N. D. CLEMENTIS PAPZA XI ET SUPERIORUM PERMISSU.
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Prague: typis Universit: Carlo-Ferdinandeae, in Collegio Soc. Jesu ad S. Clementem,
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