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In the last years of the Song Dynasty, Emperor Huizong placed his trust in
a covey of corrupt ministers. Neglecting affairs of state, he emptied the empire’s
coffers to build parks and gardens for himself and frittered away his time in
revelry. (p.3)
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This is the story of a servant who single-handedly helped his widowed mistress
set up a prosperous family business, married out her three daughters, and
obtained wives for the two young masters, but had not an iota of wealth to his
name when he died. To this day, his name remains inscribed in the annals of
history.

The events in this story took place during the reign of Emperor Jianjing of the
current Ming Dynasty... (p.73)
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One moment, storyteller, I have a question for you. Ho Daqing had been dead

for less than a year, and although he had no more hair, his wife would surely
have recognized him, would she not?
As we all know, esteemed listener, Ho Daqing was a handsome fellow with

ruddy cheeks and a fair complexion when he left home... (p.244)
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While no good literary translations should be verbatim, we have kept as close
to the original texts as feasible for informative and entertaining reading, but
stayed away from untranslatable plays on words, flowery poetic flourishes, and
extraneous narrative elements. (pp. xi-xii )
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Pei the Ninth advanced on his knees and said, “This humble person’s name

is Pei the Ninth. I have one son, whose name is Pei Zheng, and who was en-
gaged to Liu the Elder’s daughter Huiniang when the two were quite young.”

(RSA +) (p.121)
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So he corrected himself at the last moment and said, “This small person saw
this filthy thing lying by the roadside. Finding it objectionable, 1 threw it into
the river. I do not know where it came from.” (F&p 4e) (p.217)
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The woman asked, “May I ask this young master his family and given name?”
Xu Xuan replied, “This humble person is from the Xu family. My personal

name is Xuan, and I am the first male in the generational line.” The woman
then asked, “Where is your home?” and Xu Xuan replied, “My humble
abode is in the Black Pearl Lane near Guojun Bridge. I tend to sales at an
apothecary.” (p. 134)



Uty o TIREE | 2 W) 1 The Oil Vendor and the Conrtesan 3% 201

PEROTSSIT - RAIOT B FE FRGA  T
Fler (2% ) e T] “this humble person” » “this small person” 17 fflJEJJ':
n I VS 1ok RE i HII7 £ “my humble abode” » Ff H[&71VFLY
IRV 5 o
=9t > fi po R A ,JFW E“Eil]:f i Tﬂlﬁ\”ﬂ /L
rf%)”’j[]‘i T SEEDS - EJ L “seventy /i from Suzhou Prefecture, in the
county of Wujian” (p. 174) « X1 {{(REFEAES S ) (1)~ Bk 4
R P TR T RIS TR <R
B Lo GV FEY L © L he put up for sale a thousand mu of land for some
three thousand taels of silver, to be paid in one lump sum.” (p. 86) K I'JH#E
g, o e (8 TR0 20 el RFFETHIER <SG FOHIT > T I
IR R s IR 2SRRI 1 KD A unit of
distance equivalent to approximately one third of a mile.” Eﬁ fet] {1 5 P #
R ’U‘Jﬁ] LR > g0 T2 5] F8E% “the second moon” (p. 17) 51+ ]
FlTfY S % “the middle of the seventh moon” (p. 81); F#FrF[ ¥+ | AU
% “on the sixth day of the first lunar month” (p. 88) » I'J[&F s F Ei(]: [ -
,Vﬁ?%W% YT RPN BRET S 8
RAGEIUEE ””F‘b%”;f' T I e e TN BERA R

M



202 HFmk H=% H=H

Y =Y Y I
m I L 2 % {® | You are a waif, a crab without legs! 6

A2 Rl 4> 3 A | My child...girls in our trade cannot afford to

WA I I & Pz 40T | behave like soft-shelled eggs, so do not be so 9
i'*)r? ? tender and thin-skinned.
X L x4 @A v > i H | My mouth is like the sea. I could talk the night 9
NI O T through and not feel thirsty.
BB IR F % AR v I'ar.n like a War,ty toad in a sewer that dreams of 19
dining on swan’s flesh.
it oet i T FBe4p & > | It was as the saying goes: “The fisherman profits 20
AR e when the snipe and the clam grapple.”
TR T L Li 'Keyong VV"AS a st.ingy man, of the s'or't that
insists on saving a hind leg even when dining on 157

¢4

no more than a louse.

The 0il vendor and the conrtesan J‘}ij’[%”_’U?VLJEJ Tk s TR I T
7}1uﬂpﬁﬁk}{ﬂ[[ SV B [GES Y n/u—ﬁ%’ [etH] HF[?ZBN iE ’”F‘
Y T B S R S R R R R TR (a
crab without legs ) » 12 | pIIH 5 o b HlIAHL] o7 #ﬂﬁﬁ F[}g;l o =94 o g1

RRAE IR =R URLY Fir) T El??%ﬁ‘ﬁ ATA T A% AT
wUlg SRS R R A PR D TS PR A - A (My
month is like the sea) ; [fij¢ &TIH‘/HF, &]@%E\ﬂj » F%qu;ﬁu[ KL
WAL, o B I%\”JJ "y Csnipe) ~ T (clam ) ~ T HREFHL ) (warty
toad ) ~ " AAGRA | (swan’s flesh) SFE o 3 5 P HIY 1%7‘% ’ Ejﬁ%xﬁiﬁfaﬁ]
%7 &wﬂﬁIbwwwwﬁtﬁﬂoé%ﬁWFﬁ%waﬁJw‘
1% B f—fé:ﬁﬁj?"'ﬁﬁﬂ—mp{l* POl A3 4 IRE Y Y A
?%wow‘ RIS  WE R SRR (S
ARSI R ?Jﬁﬁ“ﬁ e G A A L
= —f‘ﬂl%i@?ﬂi’ » PRUEE U PR > BTERY POk -



Uiy v T4REE | 2 B 1 The Oil Vendor and the Courtesan 3% 203

The oil vendor and the courtesan PIEH | ;' BN IRT ] FEn b ]
?W%N@%W%ﬂﬁﬁwwwﬁwm% %ﬁ%%ﬂ@%yﬁwjm
o RN TR E L S TR Y
FUBHRAER EL BRI R TS (2 F ) VR BRI
FITATT ~ SSRRipRR A = SR SRR L BRIV TR P BRI
TR SRR - BT W‘J@%§%@°FW Ak
T R ORI 2 T R R g &
’FO¢¢Fﬂwa?¢$ﬁlﬁmw R [ ETT SR P E
*WWH éﬂ”HﬁﬁnWJ"ﬁlﬁmwM o B HHEIR
rwywawﬂwa hqﬂ%?h¢¢W@#ﬁyﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
jépjd/J PR }{ﬁ]’ Eﬁg‘ﬁ A T@RYCE SNV N S AN ) B éﬂﬁ@gﬂ%}l‘
,iﬁﬁvpﬁ4ﬁi$l<;jﬁ}> pJ%}Fﬁﬁc[ﬁﬁﬁfqufa* F{¢Fiwuﬁﬁflf§§”§
SR H R B P F o S 2l B U T O S e B
TR > The oil vendor and the courtesan U RUL AR F0% T4 B E
FUR DN R ROR I SRy 1 TR OBl AR
FOFios 7 S BRI TR TR A i) 2l R
U R PEE$UWJ%wﬁJﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬂ’@ﬂ
BRI VR BRIV RS TIE - DAL TR LR
YEH - BLER R R SR

AbFE

L (=%) af (F40a) (X8 (Chtws)) (L@ s) i (BEET) - RE
BEM (17 W DG MR FL) BIE (Eo0R) AR RER - —
ey (FRlE) BBANE 1624 0 0 (RIS ) A% 1627 F « AXAf5] A
(=F) RXa3l & =RE 2003 1983 #1989 gk - ( =) s +HEH A
893 R A Hanan 2006 093235 K Falling in love: Stories from Ming China VA B Yang & Yang
2000 44 Stories old and new: A Ming Dynasty collection $& 2005 584 Stories to cantion the world: A
Ming Dynasty collection °



204 %FHAE HoK H=M

2. Ted Wang #9477 5% F B#FAL 42007 -1 A 16 Bk o #H Remey (R K
533 (=25 =#)) (http://www.translators.com.cn/Archives/News1024.html ) o R 3%
The oil vendor and the conrtesan Z ¥ 697 # A~#3 > Chen Chen AN FH » B R A KER E
B vl 34 A E 4 A

\

2275 3Chk

S RN R (2 F;': ) (2007 > 1EJ16ET) o FrERMRHEL o ZVE Thttp:/ /www.
translators.com.cn/Archives/News1024.html ©

B R (1979) o Jp v SCBER S PP pl 1B [ BRIAp] o SWhJa 8 RIS
U @'Wu Fe G > Bl SUN S se B (11255-262) © &
’l“ . ﬁ) iead

Z R (2003) © 171 RS BB A /D R R B o b NSRS o

A R (1983) - BREER - 8™ = 4 -
S ) (1989) - MEREREE - B= 1 = 54 -
S G (2003) « WL « Bl = 54 o

[EEEE (a@ﬁ) (2005) » P. Newmark ¥ o BaBBRE (A textbook of translation ) ° Bk
1= W .

Birch, C. (Trans.). (1958). Stories from a Ming collection: Translations of Chinese short stories pub-
lished in the seventeenth century. NY: Grove Press.

Bishop, J. L. (1956). The colloguial short story in China: A study of the San-yen collections. Cam-
bridge: Harvard University Press.

Hanan, P. (Trans.). (2006). Falling in love: Stories from Ming China. Honolulu: University of
Hawnaii Press.

Lau, J. S. M., & Ma, Y. W. (Eds.). (1978). Traditional Chinese stories: Themes and variations.
NY: Columbia University Press.

McLaren, A. E. (Trans.). (1994). The Chinese fenme fatale: Stories from the Ming period. Hono-
lulu: University of Sydney.

Wang, T., & Chen, C. (Trans.). (2007). The oil vendor and the courtesan: Tales from the Ming
Dynasty. NY: Welcome Rain Publishers.

Yang, S., & Yang, Y. (Trans.). (2000). Stories old and new. Seattle, WA: University of Wash-
ington Press.

Yang, S., & Yang, Y. (Trans.). (2005). Stories to cantion the world: A Ming Dynasty collection.
Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press.



